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that France, now under the Emperor Napoleon, was inciting Spain to make trouble over the Louisiana Purchase, under the pretext of uncertainty as to the boundaries of the territory conveyed. Jefferson was for applying the old threat of a maritime alliance with England; but as Spain became more insolent on the southwestern frontier, he gave up the idea of coercing Napoleon, and determined to ask his mediation for purchasing the two Floridas from Spain. He did not dare to suggest the purchase to Congress formally, but sent to the House a batch of papers bearing on the matter, with an injunction of secrecy. John Randolph as chairman of the committee to which they were referred, learned the President's plan in an interview with him. He refused utterly to give it his sanction and, heading a few dissatisfied members, called the "Quids," broke from the government. He was supported by the Federalists for the rest of the session. In spite of this alliance, however, the President had a bill for the purchase forced through both Houses.
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